
❻ DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Points have to be explained if necessary)

1. a) Explain the meaning of the term freedom.

b) Under which circumstances can a person be deprived of life and personal liberty ? (2016,2014)

Ans. a) Absence of constraints, absence of interference in our affairs by the other individuals or the
government, to be able to take one's decisions on one's own, to be able to do things in one's own way.

b) A person can be deprived of life and personal liberty only according to procedure established by
law. In case the person breaks any law or commits a crime

2. "Secularism is based on the idea that the state is concerned only with relation among human beings
and not with the relation between human beings and God". Explain the statement with the values
associated with this. (2016)

Ans. a) India does not establish any one religion as official religion.

b) Indian secularism practices an attitude of a principled and equal distance from all religions.

c) The state has to be neutral and impartial in dealing with all religions.

3. Are the reservations against the right to equality ? Justify your answer with arguments.
(2016,2013,2012)

Ans. To a casual reader all these reservations appear against the spirit of equality. But this is not the case.
Even besides these classes, various governments have different schemes for giving preference to
women, poor or physically handicapped in some kinds of jobs.

a. These reservations are not against the right to equality, because equality does not mean giving
everyone the same treatment.

b. Equality means giving everyone an equal opportunity to achieve whatever one is capable of.

c. Sometimes, it is necessary to give special treatment to someone in order to ensure equal
opportunity. This is what job reservations do.

d. Just to clarify this, Constitution says that reservation of this kind is not a violation of the Right to
Equality.

4. "The Right to Freedom is a cluster of rights". Justify the statement. (2016)
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Ans. Rights to freedom consist of six freedoms like :

* Freedom of speech and expression.

* Freedom to assemble peacefully without arms.

* Freedom to form associations and trade unions.

* Freedom of movement throughout the territory of India.

* Freedom of residence and settlement.

* Freedom of profession, occupation, trade or business.

5. Explain what is meant by "Rule of Law". (2016)

Ans. Rule of law means equality before the law or equal protection of the laws. It means that the laws apply
in the same manner to all, regardless of a person's status. Rule of law is the foundation of any
democracy. It implies that no person is above the law. There cannot be any distinction between a
political leader, government official and ordinary citizen.

6. Explain the main provisions of the 'Right against Exploitation'. (2016)

Ans. - Children up to the age of 14 are not be employed in hazardous occupations.

- Forced labour is punishable by law.

- Prohibits traffic in human beings.

- To safe guard women from immoral exploitation.

7. Who said that the Right to Constitutional Remedies is the heart and soul of our Constitution ? What
does this statement mean ? (2016,2013,2012)

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar said these words.

The Right to Constitutional Remedies is a Fundamental Right which makes other rights effective. If our
rights are violated by fellow citizens, private bodies or by the government, we can seek remedy
through courts. It is a Fundamental Right in which we can directly approach to the Supreme Court or
the High Court of the state. That is Why Dr. Ambedkar called the Right to constitutional remedies, "The
heart and soul" of our constitution.

8. What are Fundamental Rights ? Mention the six Fundamental Rights provided in the Indian
Constitutions. Which Fundamental Right protects the rest of the Fundamental Rights. (2016)

Ans. * Some rights which are fundamental to our life are given a special status in the Constitution. They
are called Fundamental Rights.

* The Constitution provides Six Fundamental Rights.
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1) Right to Equality.

2) Right to Freedom.

3) Right to Freedom of Religion.

4) Cultural and Educational Rights.

5) Right against Exploitation.

6) Right to Constitutional Remedies.

* Right to Constitutional Remedies protects the rest of the Fundamental Rights.

9. How have prisoners been treated in Guantanamo Bay ? (2016)

Ans. a) The treatment of prisoners of Guantanamo Bay was very humiliating and had no moral claim.

b) The U.S law was completely violated.

c) There was no trial before any magistrate.

d) Families of prisoners were not allowed to meet them.

e) Could not approach courts.

d) Denied the conducive treatment.

10. What are 'rights' ? Why is it said that right comes with an obligation to respect other rights ? Explain.
(2016,2013)

Ans. Rights are claims of a person over other fellow beings, over the society and over the government.

a) A right is possible when we make a claim that is equally possible for others. You cannot have a
right that harms or hurts others.

b) The Serbs in Yugoslavia could not have claimed the whole country for themselves.

c) The claims we make should be reasonable. They should be such that it can be made available to
others in equal measure.

d) A right comes with an obligation to respect others rights.

11. Are the restrictions on the right to freedom justified ? Give for your answer. (2016,2015,2012)

1) Indian citizens need permission to visit some border areas of the country for reasons of security.

2) Outsiders are not allowed to buy property in some areas to protect the interest of the local
population.

3) The government bans the publication of a book that can go against the ruling party in the next
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elections.

Ans. 1) It is justified to protect the citizens from loss of the life or property.

2) It is not justified because it is against the right to freedom.

3) Such a restriction is not justified because it violates the Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression.

12. Explain the main provisions of the Right to Equality. (2016)

Ans. The main provisions are :

1. No discrimination on grounds of religion, caste, ethnicity, etc.

2. Access of public places like shops, Cinema, etc.

3. No restriction with regard to the use of wells, tanks, etc.

4. Equality of opportunity.

5. The practice of untouchability has been forbidden.

13. What is secularism ? How does the Indian constitution make India a Secular state ? Explain. (2016)

Ans. In secularism State has no religion. Everybody is free to practice and follow the religion of his/her
choice.

India is secular as :

* No official state religion.

* Every religious group is free to manage its religious affairs.

* People can profess, practice and propagate their religion.

* Freedom to practice any religion.

* State does not confer any favour on any particular religion.

* Government cannot impose taxes on the religious institutions.

14. What was the Amnesty International report regarding the prisoners in Guantanamo Bay ? State the
condition of prisoners according to the report of Amnesty International in Guantanamo Bay.

(2015,2013)

Ans. • The Amnesty International reported that the prisoners were being tortured in ways that violated
the U.S laws. They were being denied the treatment that even prisoners of war must get as per
International treaties.

• Prisoners were not released even after they were officially declared not guilty.
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Condition of prisoners in Guantanamo Bay

• About 600 people were secretly picked up by the US forces from all over the world and put in a
prison in Guantanamo Bay. The American government said they were enemies of the US and linked
to the attack on the U.S.

• In most cases the governments of their countries were not asked or even informed about their
imprisonment.

• Families of prisoners, media or even UN representatives were not allowed to meet them.

• The U.S army arrested them, interrogated them and decided whether to keep them there or not.

• There was no trial before any magistrate in the U.S nor could these prisoners approach courts in
their own country.

15. Explain the problems faced by the minority Albanian population in Yugoslavia. (2015)

Ans. In Kosovo a province in Yugoslavia, the population was overwhelmingly ethnic Albanian. But in the
entire country Serbs were in a majority. A narrow minded Serb nationalists Milosevic had won the
elections. His government was hostile to the Kosovo Albanians. He wanted the Serbs to dominate the
country. Many Serb leaders thought that the Ethnic minorities like Albanians should leave the country
and accept the dominance of the Serbs.

This massacre was taking place by the army of their own country, working under the direction of a
leader who came to power through democratic elections. This was the worst instances of killings based
on ethnic prejudices in recent times.

16. What are rights ? How far is it correct to say that all claims cannot become rights ? Why is it said that
rights acquire meaning only in a society ? (2015)

Ans. Rights are claims of a person over other fellow beings, over the society and over the government. All of
us want to live happily, without fear and without being subjected to degraded treatment. For this we
expect similar treatment from others. You cannot have rights that harm others. The claims we make
should be reasonable. They should be such that can be made available to others in an equal measure.

Just because we claim something, it does not become a right. It has to be recognized by the society we
live in.

Rights acquire meaning only in a society. Every society makes certain rules to regulate our conduct.
They tell us what is right and what is wrong. What is recognized by society as rightful becomes the
basis of rights.

17. Mention any three rights of a detained person. (2015,2012)

Ans. •    A person who is arrested and detained in custody will have to be informed of the reasons for such
arrest.
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• Such a person shall be produced before the nearest magistrate within a period of 24 hours of
arrest.

• Such a person has the right to consult a lawyer or engage a lawyer for his defense.

18. Why do we need rights in democracy ? Give any five reasons. (2014)

Ans. a) Rights are necessary for the very sustenance of a democracy.

b) In a democracy every citizen has to have the right to vote and the right to be elected to
government.

c) For democratic elections to take place, it is necessary that citizens should have the right to express
their opinion, form political parties and take part in political activities.

d)    Rights protect minorities from the oppression of majority. They ensure that the majority cannot do
whatever it likes.

e) Rights are guarantees which can be used when things go wrong. This usually happens when some
citizens wish to take away others rights. That is why some rights need to be placed higher than the
government so that the government cannot violate them.

19. Explain the Right to Equality. (2014)

Ans. The constitution says that the government shall not deny to any person in India equality before the law
or equal protection of the laws. The government shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds
of religion, caste, ethnicity, sex or place of birth. Every citizen shall have access to public places like
shops, restaurants, hotels and cinema halls, or in the use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats, roads,
playgrounds and places of public resorts maintained by the government or dedicated to the use of
general public. All citizens have equality of opportunity in matters relating to employment or
appointment to any position in the government. But seats are reserved for SC, STs and OBC. Besides
various governments have different schemes for giving preference to women, poor or physically
handicapped in some kinds of jobs. The practice of untouchability has been forbidden in any form, and
sit is a punishable offence.

20. Describe any five provisions of the Right to Freedom (2014,2012)

Ans. Freedom means absence of constraints. In practical life it means absence of interference by other
individuals or by the government in our internal affairs.

Under the Indian constitution, all citizens have the following freedoms :

1) Freedom of speech and expression.

2) Assembly in a peaceful manner.

3) Form associations and unions.
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4) Move freely throughout the country.

5) Reside in any part of the country and.

6) Practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business.

Besides the above mentioned ones, the constitution says that :

7) No person can be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure established
by law.

Even when they do so, they have to follow, some procedure :

8) A person who is arrested and detained in custody will have to be informed of the reasons for such
arrest and detention.

9) A person who is arrested and detained shall be produced before the nearest magistrate within a
period of 24 hrs of his arrest. Such a person has the right to consult a lawyer or engage a lawyer for

his defense.

21. What do you understand by Right to Freedom of Religion ? Mention any five features. (2014)

Ans. 1) Right to freedom of Religion states that in India every person has a right to profess, practice and
propagate the religion he or she believes in.

2) The Right to propagate one's religion, however does not mean that a person has right to compel
another person to convert into his religion by force, fraud, inducement or allurement.

3) Every religious group or sect is free to manage its religious affairs.

4) A secular state is one that does not confer any privilege or favour on any particular religion. Nor
does it punish or discriminate against people on the basis of religion they follow.

5) Thus the government cannot compel any person to pay any taxes for the promotion or
maintenance of any particular religion or religious institution.

6) There shall be no religious instruction in the government educational institutions. In educational
institutions managed by private bodies no person shall be compelled to take part in any religious
instruction or to attend any religious worship.

22. Explain the Right to Culture and Education. (2013)

Ans. - The constitution specifies the cultural and educational rights of the minorities.

- Any section of citizens with a distinct language or culture has a right to conserve it.

- Admission to any educational institution maintained by government or receiving government aid
cannot be denied to any citizen on the ground of religion or language.
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- All minorities have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice. In
some places people speaking a particular language are in majority, people speaking a different
language are in a minority.

23. How did the Cultural and Educational rights protect the interests of the minorities ? (2013,2012)

Ans. Cultural and Educational Right :

a) Minorities can protect their distinct language and culture.

b) Admission to Government run educational institution cannot be denied on the ground of religion
or language.

c) Minorities can build their place of worship.

d) Minorities may refer to linguistic minorities too.

e) They can establish and administer educational institutions of their choice.

24. What is the relationship between the citizens and the government of Saudi Arabia as far as human
rights are concerned ? State in five points. (2013)

Ans. a. Saudi Arabia is ruled by hereditary king and the people in that country have no role in electing and
changing their rulers.

b. The king selects the legislature as well as the executive.

c. He appoints the judges and can change any of their decisions.

d. Citizens cannot form political parties or any political organizations.

e. There is no freedom of religion. Every citizen is required to be a Muslim.

f. Women are subjected to many public restrictions. The testimony of one man is considered equal
to that of two women.

g. Media cannot report anything.

1 MARK

1. Why is Right to Constitutional remedies a special right ? (2016)

Ans. It is special because it makes other rights effective.

2. Which fundamental right protects against untouchability ? (2016,2012)

Ans. Right to equality.

3. What is a secular state ? (2016)
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Ans. A state that does not have any official religion.

4. Which right prohibits traffic in human beings ? (2016,2013)

Ans. Right against Exploitation.

5. If anyone violates our Fundamental Rights, whom can we directly approach ? (2016)

Ans. The Supreme court of India.

6. Right to information was provided under which Fundamental Right ? (2016)

Ans. Right to Freedom.

7. What is Amnesty international ?

Ans. An international human rights organization. (2016,2012)

8. Which right is not included in the Fundamental Rights ? (2016)

Ans. Right to Property.

9. What is meant by traffic in human beings ? (2016,2015)

Ans. Selling and buying of human beings.

10. Which right was called the 'Heart and soul' of the constitution by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar ? (2016)

Ans. Right to Constitutional Remedies.

11. What is meant by equality before the law ? (2016)

Ans. It means that the laws apply in the same manner to all, irrespective of a person's status.

12. What do you mean by secular state ? (2016,2013)

Ans. A secular state is one that does not establish any one religion as official religion.

13. What is writ ? (2016,2014,2012)

Ans. It is a formal document containing an order of the court to the government issued only by High court
or the Supreme court.

14. Which Fundamental right ensures the ban on Bonded Labour ? (2016)

Ans. Right against Exploitation.

15. What is PIL ? (2016)

Ans. Public Interest Litigation.

16. A person who is arrested or detained, shall be produced before the nearest magistrate within how
9
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much period after arrest ? (2016)

Ans. 24 hours.

17. Who appoints the National Human Rights Commission of India ? (2016)

Ans. President of India.

18. In which year was the National Human Rights Commission set up in India ? (2016)

Ans. 1993.

PRACTICE CORNER

1. Explain the ways the 'Right to Equality' addresses the issue of 'untouchability'. (2016)

2. Explain the right which protects all other rights. (2016)

3. State any three provisions of the Fundamental Right Against Exploitation. (2016)

4. "Secularism is based on the idea that the state is concerned only with relations among human beings".
Explain. (2016)

○  ○  ○  ○  ○  ○
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