
❹ ELECTORAL POLITICS

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Points have to be explained if necessary)

1. Describe the features of election system in India. (2016,2014)

Ans. 1) Universal Adult Franchise.

2) Single Member Constituencies.

3) Secret Ballot.

4) Joint Electorate.

5) Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

6) Election Petition.

7) Election Commission.

2. Write any five demerits to have political competition. (2016,2013)

Ans. The demerits of political competition are :

a. It creates a sense of disunity and factionalism.

b. Parties put allegations against each other.

c. Dirty tricks are used by candidates.

d. Long term sensible policies are not formulated.

e. Educated people do not like this unhealthy competition. They don't want to join politics.

3. "The interest of voters in electron related activities has been increasing over the years." Justify the
statement with three suitable arguments. (2016)

Ans. The interest of voters in elections has increased in the following way :

1. More than one third of voters take part in campaign related activities.

2. More than half of the people identified themselves being close to one or the other party.

3. One out of every seven voter is a member of a political party.
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4. Describe the need for reserved constituencies for SCs and STs. (2016)

Ans. Some constituencies are reserved for SCs and STs because :

1. They had been discriminated.

2. Their status need to be raised.

3. They should come at par with other communities.

4. Those people will contribute in the development of the nation.

5. They lack resources, opportunities and education.

5. 'Election Commission Works in an independent manner'. Comment on the statement. (2016)

Ans. Election Commission Works independently and is powerful :

1. It enjoys the same kind of independence as the President enjoys.

2. The Chief Election Commissioner is appointed by the President of India.

3. He is not answerable to the President or the government.

6. Mention any three factors which make the elections democratic. (2016)

Ans. The following factors and conditions make an election democratic :

* First, everyone should be able to choose. This means that everyone should have one vote and every
vote should have equal value.

* Second, there should be something to choose from. Parties and candidates should be free to
contest elections and should offer some real choice to the voters.

* Third, the choice should be offered at regular intervals. Elections must be held regularly after every
few years.

* Fourth, the candidate preferred by the people should get elected.

* Fifth, election should be conducted in a free and fair manner where people can choose as they
really wish.

7. What are the contents of legal declaration to be made by the candidates for contesting the election in
India ? (2016)

Ans. Every candidate has to make a legal declaration, giving full details of :

- Serious criminal cases pending against the candidate..

- Details of the assets and liabilities of the candidates and his or her family : and
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- Educational qualifications of the candidate.

8. What are constituencies ? How many constituencies are there in India for Lok Sabha ? What is the basis
of the division of these constituencies ? (2016,2012)

Ans. * The country is divided into different areas for purpose of elections. These areas are called electoral
constituencies.

* For Lok Sabha elections, the country is divided into 543 constituencies at present.

* The basis of the division of the constituencies is population.

9. "One final test of the free and fairness of election lies in the outcome itself". Justify the statement with
the help of the outcomes of India's elections. (2016)

Ans. The outcome of India's elections speaks for itself.

1. The ruling parties routinely lose elections in India both at the national and state level. In fact in
every two out of the three elections held in the last fifteen years, the ruling party lost.

2.    Candidates who are known to have spent a lot of money on 'buying votes' and those with known
criminal connections often lose elections.

3. Barring very few disputed elections, the electoral outcomes are usually accepted as 'peoples
verdict' by the defeated party.

10. Why is it necessary to keep voter's list up to date ? (2016)

Ans. * Every eligible voter must get the right to vote.

* Universal Adult franchise principle is applied.

* Everyone has an equal say in the decision making through one person, one vote.

* New names are added and the names of people who have changed addresses or died are deleted.

11. Give one argument in favour of each of the following statements. (2016,2015)

a. Only educated people should have the right to contest the elections.

b. Election leads to competition.

c. Women should be given right to vote.

Ans. a. They understand the problems and can take suitable decisions.

b. Competition helps to elect the best.

c. They form half the population so they must have the right to elect their representatives.
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12. What is a reserved constituency ? How does it strengthen democracy ? (2016)

Ans. In a reserved constituency only someone who belongs to the scheduled caste or scheduled tribe
community can stand for election. In the Lok Sabha, 79 seats are reserved for SC and 41 for ST
Communities. This reservation system makes our democracy a representative democracy.

13. Describe any three functions of the Election Commission of India. (2016,2013)

Ans. a) Election Commission takes decision on every aspect of conduct and control of elections from the
announcement of elections to the declaration of results.

b) It implements the Code of Conduct and punishes any candidate or party that violates it.

c) During the election period, the Election Commission can order the government to follow some
guidelines, to prevent use and misuse of governmental power to enhance its chances to win

elections, or to transfer some government officials.

d) During the election duty, government officers work under the control of the Election Commission
and not the government.

14. What unfair practices are generally used in elections by our contesting candidates ? (2016)

Ans. a) Inclusion of false names and exclusion of genuine names in the voters list.

b) Misuse of government facilities and officials.

c) Excessive use of money.

d) Intimidation of voters and rigging on the day of the polling.

e) Booth capturing.

15. Why is the Election Commission considered to be the most powerful and independent institution in
India ? (2016,2014,2012)

Ans. a) The Election Commission is the most powerful & independent institution in India as the Chief
Election Commissioner is appointed by the president of India.

b) Once appointed, the chief Election Commissioner is not answerable to the President or the
government.

c) Even if the ruling party or the government does not like what the Commission does, it is virtually
impossible for it to remove the CEC.

d) Very few Election Commissions in the World have such wide ranging powers as the Election
Commission of India.

e) It enjoys the same kind of independence as the judiciary enjoys.
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16. In India, who can vote in an election ? Who can be denied the right to vote ? Who is responsible for
updation of voters list ? (2016)

Ans. - In our country, all the citizens aged 18 years and above can vote in an election.

- Some criminals and persons with unsound mind can be denied the right to vote, but only in rare
situations.

- Government is responsible for the updation of voters list.

17. Mention any three powers and functions of the Election Commission of India. (2015)

Ans. Powers and Functions of Election Commission of India :

* To conduct and control The elections.

* To implement the code of conduct.

* To order the government to follow guidelines.

* To prevent use and misuse of government machinery at the time of election.

18. What are the challenges to free and fair election in India. (2015)

Ans. Challengers to free and fair elections.

a. Candidates and parties misuse lot of money.

b. Candidates with criminal connection contest election.

c. Influential families tend to dominate political parties.

d. Offer very little choice to ordinary citizens.

19. How can we check the quality of the election process ? (2015)

Ans. Ways to check the quality of the election process :

1) To see whether people participate in it with enthusiasm.

2) Turn out of the voters indicate it.

3) Large proportions of the poor, illiterate, and under privileged vote in the process It shows the
success of the system.

4) Election related activities are increasing over the years.

20. Describe the procedure of nomination of candidate to contest in a particular election. (2015)

Ans. Procedure of the nomination of a candidate to contest a particular election.
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• To fill a nomination form.

• Deposit a security amount fixed by the Election Commission.

• File affidavit regarding the details of property and asset and liabilities.

• Besides, candidate has to produce the criminal records if any.

• This is followed by the scrutinizing of the nomination paper.

21. Why is there a provision of reservation of seats in the legislatures ? (2015,2012)

Ans. The constitution makers were worried that in an open electoral competition, certain weaker sections
may not stand a good chance to get elected to the Lok sabha and State Legislative Assemblies.

They may not have the required resources, education and contacts to contest and win elections against
the more influential contestants. So seats are reserved for them in the legislature.

22. Highlight merits and demerits of electoral competition ? (2015,2013)

Ans. Merits

1) In an ideal world political leaders know what is good for the people and are motivated to serve
them.

2) Our constitution makers opted for free competition in elections as the way to select our future
leaders, because this system works better in the long run.

Demerits

1) A electoral competition creates a devise of disunity and factionalism in every locality.

2) Parties and candidates often use dirty tricks to win elections

23. What is an Election Commission ? Who appoints the Chief Election Commissioner locality and how can
he/she be removed ? (2015)

Ans. * In our country, elections are conducted by an independent and very powerful Election Commission.
It enjoys the same kind of independence as the Judiciary enjoys.

* The Chief Election Commissioner is appointed by the President of India. But once appointed, he is
not answerable to the president or the government.

Even if the ruling party or the government does not like the Chief Election Commissioner, it is
virtually impossible for it to remove the CEC.

24. "In an election the voters make many choices" What are these choices ? Explain. (2015,2013,2012)

Ans. CHOICES :
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a. They can choose who will make laws for them.

b. They can choose who will form the government and take major decisions.

c. They can choose the party whose policies will guide the government and law making.

25. Explain the Model Code of Conduct for election campaign ? (2015)

Ans. Model Code of Conduct :

1) No party can use any place of worship for election propaganda.

2)   No party can use government vehicles, aircrafts and officials for elections.

3) Once elections announced, Ministers shall not lay foundation stones of any projects, take any big
policy decisions or make any promises of providing public facilities.

26. How does our election law regulate campaigns ? (2014,2012)

Ans. According to our election laws :

1. No party candidate can bribe or threaten voters.

2. Appeal to them in the name of caste or religion.

3. Use government resources for election campaign.

4. Cannot spend more than 25 lakhs in a constituency for Lok Sabha election or 10 lakhs in a
constituency in an Assembly election.

27. What are the challenges to free and fair elections in India. Mention any three challenges. (2014)

Ans. 1) Candidates and Parties with a lot of money may not be sure of their victory but they enjoy a big
and unfair advantage over smaller parties and independents.

2) In some parts of the country candidates with criminal connection have been able to push others
out of the electoral race and to secure a ticket from major parties.

3) Some families tend to dominate political parties and tickets are distributed to relatives.

28. Why is it not possible in modern democracies to establish rule of the people without any elections ?
Explain. (2014)

Ans. * It is not possible because :

a. The number of people is very large who cannot sit together every day and take all the decisions.

b. Everyone does not have the time and knowledge to take decisions.

* This problem can be solved through regular elections which is a democratic way to select
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representatives.

29. What incentives do regular electoral competition provide for the political parties and leaders ? (2014)

Ans. They raise issues that people want to be raised to increase their popularity.

They continue to appeal the voters to win again.

The desire to remain in power make the leaders and political parties serve the people.

30. What is an electoral Roll ? Write two qualifications of a voter in India. (2014,2012)

Ans. Electoral Roll is the list of those who are eligible to vote. It is also known as the voter's list.

Qualifications of a voter :

a) Age 18 years or above 18 years.

b) Name should be in voter's list.

c) Voters should have proof of identify.

31. Mention any three slogans used by different political parties at the time of election and the purpose
behind them. (2014,2012)

Ans. 1) 'Garibi Hatao' by Congress in 1971. Removal of poverty by reorienting government policies.

2) 'Save Democracy' by Janata Party in 1977. Undo the excesses committed during Emergency and
restore civil liberties.

3) 'Land to the Tiller' by Left Front in West Bengal to safeguard the rights of peasants.

4) 'Protect the Self Respect of the Telugus' by Telugu Desam Party in 1983.

32. How far is it correct to say that Indian elections are democratic ? Support your answer with any three
arguments. (2014)

Ans. 1) Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections are held every five years directly by the people.

2) Elections for all constituencies are held almost at the same time. They are known as General
Elections.

3 By-elections are held incase of a vacancy caused by death or resignation of a member.

4) There is no discrimination of any type for the voters as well as the contests. All these provisions
make the elections democratic.

33. What happens on the day of election outside and inside the polling booth ? Describe. (2013)

Ans. * Every person with a name in the voters list can go to the nearby polling booth.
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* Election officer identifies the voter from the list and puts a mark on the index finger.

* Voters press the button against the name of the candidate on the EVM.

34. Sunita is an officer in-charge for ensuring free and fair elections. What should she focus on during the
following stages of elections ? (2013,2012)

a)   Election Campaign. b) Polling day. c) Counting of Votes.

Ans. a) She should ensure that every political party and candidate gets free and fair chance.

• No party or Candidate threatens or bribes the voters.

• No one uses government resources for election campaign.

• Spends more money than specified.

b) • 'Identification' of voters is checked.

• Candidate or party does not force any voter.

• Mark is applied on each voters finger.

• EVMs are sealed properly.

c) • All EVMs are opened and votes are counted.

• Counting is done properly.

35. What is Universal Adult Franchise ? Why has it been adopted in India ? (2012)

Ans. All adults have the right to vote and the value of votes are same is known as Universal Adult Franchise.

Reasons :

1) Political equality.

2) It establishes a fair and true democratic government.

3) It makes a responsible government.

36. Name the movement led by Choudhary Devi Lal of Haryana in 1987. What promise did he make to lure
the voters before election ? Which political party did he form ? (2012)

Ans. The Name of this movement was 'Nyaya Yudh'.

The name of the party was Lok Dal.

The popular promise was, if his party win the elections, his government would waive the loans of
farmers and small businessmen.
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37. What is a ballot- paper ? Name the machine that has replaced it. How is this machine better than a
ballot paper ? (2012)

Ans. A ballot paper is a sheet of paper on which the names of the contesting candidates along with party
names and symbols are listed.

* These days, it has been replaced by Electronic Voting Machine (EVM).

* It avoids mal-practices and saves lot of time in counting the votes. It is easy to carry also.

1 MARK

1. What is meant by coalition government ? (2016)

Ans. A government formed by an alliance of two or more political parties when no single party enjoys
majority support.

2. How are representatives chosen in a democracy ? (2016,2012)

Ans. Representatives are chosen through elections in a democracy.

3. What is the minimum age for voting in India ? (2016)

Ans. 18 Years.

4. Who implements the 'code of conduct' ? (2016,2013,2012)

Ans. Chief election commission of India.

5. Who appoints the members of election commission ? (2016)

Ans. President of India.

6. What was the slogan given by the Congress Party in the Loksabha Elections of 1971 ? (2016,2015)

Ans. Garibi Hatao.

7. Who was the founder of the Lok Dal Party ? (2016)

Ans. Chaudhary Devi Lal.

8. Turnout figures means .................................. (2016)

Ans. Percentage of eligible voters who actually cast their votes.

9. India is divided into how many Lok Sabha constituencies ? (2016,2012)
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Ans. 543.

10. Which institution in India conducts the elections ? (2016)

Ans. Election Commission of India.

11. What does 'EPIC' stand for ? (2016)

Ans. EPIC stands for Election Photo Identity Card.

12. Who appoints the chief election commissioner (CEC) in India ? (2016)

Ans. The President of India.

13. What is code of conduct ? (2016)

Ans. It is a set of norms and guidelines to be followed by political parties and contesting candidates during
election time.

14. Who gave the slogan, Garibi Hatao' ? (2016)

Ans. Indira Gandhi.

15. What is the total time period for election campaign in India between the announcement of the final list
of candidates and the date of polling ? (2016)

Ans. Two Weeks.

PRACTICE CORNER

1. Describe the legal declaration which every candidate has to make at the time of filling his /her
nomination papers for the election. (2016)

2. Explain the nomination process as practiced in Indian elections. (2016)

3. Describe any three unfair practices which are adopted during elections ? (2016)

4. What are the three legal declarations to be made by every candidate at the time of nomination as per
direction of the Supreme Court ? (2016)

5. State any three powers of the Election Commission of India. (2016)

6. Who appoints the Chief Election Commissioner ? Mention any two provisions which ensure the
independency of the Election Commission ? (2016)

7. Explain any three characteristics of popular participation in the election process of India. (2016)
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8. How has the interest of the voters in the election - related activities increased in recent years in India ?
(2016)

9. State any three challenges to the fair and free elections in India. (2016)

10. Mention any three allegations about unfair practices in elections, reported in newspapers and
television ? (2016)

11. Highlight any three issues which bring many limitations and challenges of Indian elections to our
attention. (2016)

○  ○  ○  ○  ○  ○
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