
❸ CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(Points have to be explained if necessary)

1. Identify the values which make democracy the most successful form of government. (2016)

Ans. Values which make democracy the most successful form of government are :

Democracy is the form of government that allows people to choose their rulers and form the
government. In a democracy, only leaders elected by the people rule the country and the people have
the freedom to express views, freedom to organize and freedom to protest.

2. Why did constitution makers advocate to incorporate the changes in the constitution ?
(2016,2014,2012)

Ans. * Constitution has to be in accordance with people's aspiration and changes in society.

* They did not see the constitution as a sacred, static and unalterable law. So, they made provisions
to incorporate changes from time to time.

3. Democracy is of the people, for the people and by the people. Explain how the people are rulers in a
democracy. (2016,2012)

Ans. a) Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens.

b) They have political equality, and poor, rich and educated have the same status.

c) Even when they make mistakes, they are responsible for their conduct and can correct them
through public discussions.

4. "The preamble of Indian constitution provides a philosophy and values of constitution". Explain any
three values that you see from it. (2016)

Ans. The preamble of constitution encompasses the fundamental values and philosophy on which our
constitution is based. The importance and utility of the preamble have been pointed out in several
decisions of the supreme court. It mainly serves the following purposes.

i) It provides socioeconomic justice for all.

ii) It provides equality of opportunity.

iii) It is based on the principle of accommodation of opinion.
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iv) Fraternity assuring the dignity of individual.

v) It is based on a sense of social welfare for all.

5.         Examine three basic guidelines agreed upon before the drafting of Indian constitution. (2016,2014)

Ans. a. The aim of drafting the constitution was to set out fundamental rights, directive principles and
duties of citizens.

b. The constitution guarantees right to freedom and equality, justice, fraternity and liberty.

c. It is aimed to protect the rights of minorities.

6. Why are changes needed in the constitution ? Explain any three reasons. (2016)

Ans. Reasons :

a. It has to be in accordance with people's aspirations.

b. It needs to absorb the emerging issues like IT.

c. It needs to adjust cultural and social changes in society.

7. Explain the term Apartheid. What were its implications ? (2016,2012)

Ans. * Apartheid was the name of a system of racial discrimination unique to South Africa.

* White Europeans imposed this system on South Africa.

* White rulers treated non - whites as inferiors.

* Non - whites did not have right to vote. They were forbidden to live in white areas, could work
there only with permit.

* Trains, buses, hospitals, schools, cinemas, public places, public toilets were all separate for the
whites and blacks.

8. What factors helped the Indian leaders to develop the constitution. Explain any three. (2016)

Ans. Indian leaders were inspired by :

a) Ideals of French revolution.

b) Parliamentary democracy in Britain.

c) Bill of rights in the U.S.

9. "The manner in which the Constituent Assembly worked gives sanctity to the Constitution of India."
Justify the statement with three arguments. (2016)

Ans. 1. The Constituent Assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual manner.
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2.    First some basic principles were decided and agreed upon, then the draft was prepared.

3. Thorough discussion took place on the Draft constitution.

4. More than two thousand amendments were considered.

5. 'Constituent Assembly Debates' were printed.

10. Why do we need a constitution and what do constitutions do ? Explain. (2016)

Ans. Constitution is needed as it is the supreme Law that determines the relationship between people and
government.

Constitution does many things such as :

a) It generates trust and coordination among people.

b) It specifies how the government will be constituted and who will have power to take which
decision.

c) It lays limits on the powers of the government.

d) Tells rights of the citizen.

11. The importance of a constitution is more in a democratic country, Why ? Explain. (2016,2013)

Ans. Importance :

* It defines & limits the powers of the government.

* It defines the powers of the organs of the government which minimizes conflict between them.

* It defines the rights of the citizen.

12. Why do we accept even today the constitution made by constituent assembly more than fifty years
ago ? Explain any three reasons. (2016)

Ans. Reasons

i) No mass inquisition for the legitimacy of the constitution.

ii) Constituent assembly was the representation of the citizens itself.

iii) Systematic, open and consensual manner of working of constituent assembly.

13. Assess the significance of a constitution for any country. (2016,2015,2012)

Ans. Significance :

a. It generates the degree of trust and coordination.
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b. It specifies how the government will be constituted.

c. It lays down limits on the powers of the government.

d. It expresses aspirations of the people about creating a good society.

14. Describe any three efforts made by the people of South Africa to struggle against the apartheid system.
(2016)

Ans. Efforts against apartheid :

a) The blacks, coloured and Indians fought together.

b) They launched protest marches and strikes.

c) The African National Congress (ANC) was formed which led the struggle.

d) Many sensitive whites also joined the struggle.

15. Define the following : (2016,2012)

a) Constitution. b) Constituent Assembly. c) Preamble.

Ans. Constitution : Supreme law of a country, containing fundamental rules governing the politics and
society in a country.

Constituent Assembly : An assembly of people's representatives that writes a constitution for a
country.

Preamble : An introductory statement in a constitution which states the reasons and guiding values of
the constitution.

16. Explain the meaning of the terms secular, sovereign and Republic as the key words to the constitution
of India ? (2016)

Ans. • Secular - Citizens have freedom to follow any religion. There is no official religion.

• Sovereign - People have supreme right to make decisions on internal as well as external matters.

• Republic - The head of the state is an elected person.

17. What is a Preamble ? State any two points of its significance. (2016)

Ans. * The preamble is an introductory statement in a constitution which states the reasons and the
guiding values of the constitution.

* It's significance :

1. It contains the philosophy on which the entire constitution has been built.
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2. It provides a standard to examine and evaluate any law and action of government.

18. 'Making of the constitution for a huge and diverse country like India was not an easy affair'. Justify.
(2016)

Ans. 1) People were emerging from the status of subjects to that of citizens.

2) Country was born through a partition.

3) Princely states were left to merge with India or with Pakistan or remain independent.

19. 'The Constitution of India reflects the views of various social groups and political parties'. Explain it by
giving suitable arguments. (2015)

Ans. The Constituent Assembly was dominated by Indian National Congress but the Congress itself included
a variety of political groups and opinions.

The Assembly had many members who did not agree with Congress point of view.

It also represented members from different languages, groups, castes, classes, religion, etc.

20. What are Constitutional Amendments ? Explain its significance in a democratic country like India.
(2015,2014)

Ans. Constitutional Amendment - A change in the Constitution made by the supreme legislative body in the
country.

* A democratic country like India has a long and detailed Constitution, therefore, it needs to be
amended regularly to keep it updated. That is why it is also called a Living Document.

* It has to be in accordance with people's aspiration and changes in society.

21. How did the White minority and the Black majority agree to draw up a common Constitution for
South Africa ? Explain. (2015)

Ans. It was not an easy task for the two divergent people of South Africa - the White oppressors and the
Black oppressed, to draw up a common Constitution for the country, when it became free in 1994. But
both sides showed maturity and agreed on many compromises.

i) The Whites agreed to the principle of majority rule.

ii) They also agreed to some basic rights for the poor and the workers.

iii) The Blacks agreed that majority rule would not be absolute.

iv) They also agreed that the majority (Blacks) will not take away the property of the White minority.

22. Which values formed the foundation of the Preamble of our Constitution ? Which country has inspired
India to incorporate the Preamble? Why does it start with "WE THE PEOPLE OF INDIA" ?
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(2015,2014,2012)

Ans. * Values that inspired and guided the freedom struggle formed the foundation for democracy. The
values like liberty, equality, justice and fraternity formed the foundation of the preamble.

* USA has inspired India to incorporate the preamble.

* WE THE PEOPLE OF INDIA means the Constitution has been drawn by the people through their
representatives. The Constitution has not been handed over by a king or outside power. These
words define the source of the Constitution.

23. Explain the meaning of the words "Secular and "Sovereign" in the context of Indian Constitution.(2015)

Ans. Secular : Secular was inserted in the preamble to the Constitution through the 42nd Amendment. It
means that all religions are given due respect and all religions are treated equal before law and every
citizen is free to follow any religion.

Sovereign : India is not subject to any foreign rule, it is sovereign state, internally as well as externally.
We can make any law, amend our Constitution and no other country can compel India to follow a
particular policy.

24. What is Secularism ? Why is India called a Secular State ? (2015)

Ans. a) Secularism means showing due respect to all religions.

b) India is called secular because there is no official religion of the state. No discrimination is ever
made against any individual because of one's religion. All the people in India are free to practice
any religion they like, unless it goes against the peace, security and integrity of the country.
Everybody is equal before law and enjoys equal rights no matter to which faith, caste, colour or
creed one belongs to.

25. Describe any three main functions of a constitution. (2015)

Ans. FUNCTIONS OFACONSTITUTION

A constitution does many things :

- It generates a degree of trust and coordination that is necessary for different kind of people to live
together.

- It specifies how the government will be constituted, who will have power to take which decisions.

- It lays down limits on the powers of the government and tells us what the rights of the citizens are.

- It expresses the aspirations of the people about creating a good society.

26. Describe the clauses for institutional arrangements in the Indian Constitution. (2015)
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Ans. The Indian Constitution lays down a procedure for choosing persons to govern the country. It defines
who will have how much power to take which decisions. It puts limits to what the government can do
by providing some rights to citizen.

27. Explain the characteristics of the Constituent Assembly of India. (2015)

Ans. a. Constitution does not reflect the view of members alone.

b. It expresses a broad consensus of its time.

c. The constituent assembly represented the people of India.

d. Ensures a fair geographical share of members from all the regions of the country.

28. "The Constituent Assembly worked in a systematic open and consensual manner". Mention any three
values that are depicted by the Constituent Assembly. (2015)

Ans. 1) Worked for social welfare.

2) Laid the foundation of democratic system.

3) Gave importance to cooperation and co-existence.

4) Accommodation of opinion.

5) Cultural integrity.

29. What were the basic rules that South Africa decided to abide? What name is given to the set of rules ?
(2015,2014,2013)

Ans. * Rules about how to choose the rulers in future.

* Rules regarding what elected government is powered to do and what not to do.

* Rules to decide rights of citizens.

* These rules will be supreme and no government will be able to ignore these.

* This set of basic rules is called Constitution.

30. State any five features of the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. (2015)

Ans. 1) The Indian Constitution begins with a short statement of its basic values called the Preamble to the
Constitution.

2) The Preamble of the Constitution reads like a poem on democracy.

3) It contains the philosophy on which the entire Constitution has been built.

4) It provides a standard to examine and evaluate any law and action of the government.
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5) It is the soul of the Indian Constitution.

31. Explain any five features of the Indian Constitution ? (2014)

Ans. Features of Indian Constitution :

1) Biggest Constitution of the world.

2) Written constitution.

3) Parliamentary system.

4) Independent judiciary.

5) Socialist, Democratic, secular state, Fundamental Right, Fundamental duties.

32. "India's Constitution was drawn up under very difficult circumstances". Elaborate this statement with
the help of any five circumstances during which it was made. (2014)

Ans. Difficult circumstances :

a) The making of the Constitution for a huge and diverse country like India was not an easy affair.

b) At that time the people of India were emerging from the status of subjects to that of citizens.

c) The country was born through a partition on the basis of religious differences.

d) This was a traumatic experience for the people of India and Pakistan.

e) At least ten lakh people were killed on both sides of the border in partition related violence.

f) The British had left it to the rulers of the princely states to decide whether they wanted to merge
with India or with Pakistan or remain independent.

g) The merger of these princely states was a difficult and uncertain task.

h) When the constitution was being written, the future of the country did not look as secure as it
does today.

i) The makers of the constitution had anxieties about the present and the future of the country.

33. Explain the meaning of the following keywords given in the preamble of the Indian Constitution. (2014)

a)   Secular. b)    Sovereign. c)    Liberty. d)   Equality. e) Republic.

Ans. a) Secular : Citizens have complete freedom to follow any religion. Government treats all religious
beliefs and practices with equal respect.

b) Sovereign : People have supreme right to make decision on internal as well as external matters.
No external power can dictate the government of India.
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c) Liberty :   There are no unreasonable restrictions on the citizens in what they think, how they
express their thoughts and follow up their thought in action.

d) Equality : All are equal before the law. The traditional social inequalities have to be ended and
government should give equal opportunities to all.

e) Republic : The head of the state is an elected person and not a hereditary position.

34. List the factors that contributed to the making of our constitution. (2014,2012)

Ans. Various factors contributed in the making of our Constitution.

1) Our leaders were inspired by the ideals of French revolution.

2) Practice of parliamentary democracy in Britain.

3) Bill of Rights from the U.S.

4) Social and economic equality from socialist revolution in Russia.

5) At each step they questioned whether these suited our country or not.

35. What is a constitution ? Why do we accept the constitution made by the Constituent Assembly more
than fifty years ago ? Explain. (2013)

Ans. The constitution of a country is a set of written rules that are accepted by all people living together in a
country.

We should accept the constitution because :

a. The drafting of the constitution was done by an assembly of elected representatives and election
to the assembly were also held.

b. Several groups have questioned some provisions of the constitution but no large social group or
political party has even questioned the legitimacy of the constitution.

c. The Constituent Assembly represented the people of India. There was no universal adult franchise
at that time. So the Constituent Assembly could not have been chosen directly by all people of
India. This ensured a fair geographical share.

d. The Constituent Assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual manner.

36. Explain the significance of the preamble of the constitution and any three guiding values embedded in
it. (2013)

Ans. The Preamble of the Constitution contains the philosophy on which the entire Constitution has been
built. It is the soul of the Indian constitution. The Guiding values embedded in the preamble of Indian
Constitution are :
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* We, the people of India. *    Sovereign. * Socialist.

* Secular. * Democratic. * Republic.

*    Justice. * Liberty. * Equality.

* Fraternity.

37. "The preamble of Indian constitution provides a Philosophy and Values of constitution." Explain any
three values that you derive from it. (2013)

Ans. 1) Socio -economic justice.

2) Equality of opportunity.

3) Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual.

4) Accommodation of opinion.

5) Social welfare.

38. Explain any three salient features of Indian constitution ? (2013,2012)

Ans. It is a very long and detailed document. Therefore it needs to be amended quite regularly to keep it
updated.

Indian Constitution framers felt that it has to be in accordance with people's aspirations and changes in
society.

The Constitution describes the institutional arrangements in a very legal language. The basic
institutional design is not very difficult to understand.

The Indian Constitution lays down a procedure for choosing persons to govern the country. It defines
who will have how much power to take which decisions.

And it puts limits to what the government can do by providing some rights to the citizen that cannot be
violated.

39. Assesses the contribution made by the constituent Assembly to form the India Constitution ? (2013)

Ans. a. Worked in systematic, open and consensual manner.

b. Basic principles decided, drafting Committee prepared a draft.

c. Discussions of several rounds clause by clause.

d. Worked for 114 days spread over three years.

e. Every document recorded, preserved to form twelve bulky volumes of Constituent Assembly
debates.
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40. Explain the importance of Institutional design of the Constitution of India. (2013)

Ans. 1. Long and detailed, needs to be updated and amended.

2. Made provisions to incorporate changes.

3. Describes institutional arrangements in a legal language.

4.    Lays down a procedure to choose the government.

5. Puts limits to what the government can do by providing rights.

41. "The South African Constitution inspires democrats all over the world". Comment. (2013)

Ans. a) It gave the citizens the most extensive rights available in any country.

b) All communities sat down in an atmosphere of reconciliation and became a part of the solution.

c) The constitution was based on equality of sexes, democracy and social justice.

42. Describe the promises and changes made by the newly formed Multi Racial Government in South
Africa ? (2013)

Ans. * Black leaders appealed to fellow blacks to forgive the whites for the atrocities.

* New government was based on- Equality of all races, Democratic values, Social justice and Human
rights.

* Draw a constitution which gives equal rights to citizens.

43. Explain the major factors that contributed to the making of Indian constitution. (2012)

Ans. Factors :

a. Consensus evolved during the freedom struggle.

b. Nehru Report.

c. Basic values constitution decided in Karachi session of congress.

d. Familiarity with political institutions during colonial rule.

e. Inspiration from the constitution of other countries.

44. 'Formation of Indian constitution was no less struggle than that of Africa'. Do you agree ? Explain with
five arguments. (2012)

Ans. Points to argue :

1) Size of the country.

11



2) Diversity comparatively larger in India.

3) Communal attitude among various groups.

4) Merger of princely states.

5) Partition and violence at the time of independence.

45. Explain any five characteristics of South African Constitution. (2012)

Ans. Raibownation :

a. Emergence of the new democratic South Africa under black leaders.

b. Based on equality of all races, men and women.

c. Extensive rights were given to all citizens.

d. Everybody become the part of the solution.

e. Determination of the people to work together.

1 MARK

1. When does a citizen have an equal role in decision making ? (2016)

Ans. When he has equal information, basic education, equal resources and commitment.

2. Name the great leader of Indian freedom movement who was not the member of Indian constituent
assembly. (2016,2012)

Ans. Mahatma Gandhi.

3. What is meant by Preamble ?

Ans. Short statements which shows the basic values of constitution.

4. which country is Political equality given importance ? (2016)

Ans. In a democracy like India/USA.

5. Inspite of having a vast social diversity, what keeps the people of India United ? (2016,2014,2013)

Ans. Democracy.

6. What is meant by 'justice' as mentioned in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution ?
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Ans. 'Justice' as mentioned in the Preamble means that citizens cannot be discriminated on the grounds of
caste, religion and gender. Social inequalities have to be reduced. Government should work for the
welfare of all, especially the disadvantaged groups.

7. How much time did it take the Constituent Assembly to complete the Indian Constitution ? (2016)

Ans. 114 days spread over a period of 3 years.

8. When a state does not have any official religion, it is called a ................................ (2016)

Ans. Secular state.

9. On what charge was Nelson Mandela tried by the white South African government ? (2016)

Ans. Treason.

10. Who was the president of the Constituent Assembly ? (2015,2012)

Ans. Rajendra Prasad.

11. The country where people have supreme right to make decisions on internal as well as external
matters is called as : (2015)

Ans. Sovereign State.

12. If the head of the state is an elected person and not a hereditary position; it is called a .....................
(2015)

Ans. Republic.

13. The system of apartheid divided people on the basis of their ........................ (2015)

Ans. Skin colour.

14. Who was the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Constitution ? (2015)

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

15. An introductory statement which contains the philosophy and guiding values on which the entire
constitution has been built, is called ...................................... (2015)

Ans. Preamble.

16. How many members did the Constituent Assembly of India have ? (2015)

Ans. 299.

17. According to the Indian Constitution, what does the word 'Secular' means ? (2015)

Ans. All citizens have complete freedom to follow any religion.
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18. In the context of our Constitution, what does 'Republic' mean ? (2015)

Ans. Head of the state is an elected person.

19. Congress session of 1931 was held at ............................... (2015,2014)

Ans. Karachi.

20. Name the first captain of the Indian hockey team who was a member of the Constituent Assembly.
(2015)

Ans. Jaipal Singh.

21. In which year did Motilal Nehru and others drafted a Constitution for India? (2015)

Ans. 1928.

22. When did Indian Constitution come into effect ? (2015)

Ans. 26 January 1950.

23. Official Policy of racial separation and ill treatment of Blacks in South Africa is termed. (2015)

Ans. Aparthied.

24. There are no unreasonable restrictions on the citizens in India, in what way they think, how they wish
to express their thoughts. This means they enjoy the Right to : (2015)

Ans. Justice.

25. Which country has the largest constitution of the world ? (2015)

Ans. India.

26. "The Long Walk to Freedom" is the autobiography of which leader ? (2015)

Ans. Nelson Mandela.

27. The Indian Constitution was ready on .............................. (2015)

Ans. 26th Nov 1949.

28. Who drafted the Indian constitution as far back as in 1928 ? (2015)

Ans. Motilal Nehru.

29. Who was the founder of Andhra Mahila Sabha ? (2015)

Ans. Durgabai Deshmukh.
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PRACTICE CORNER

1. Define aparthied. How was this system oppressive for the blacks in South Africa ?

2. How values of freedom struggle were embedded in the preamble of Indian Constitution ? Explain.

3. Outline the agreements made by both ethnic groups of South Africa for their constitution.

4. Explain any five major ideals enshrined in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution.

5. Explain the necessity of a constitution in the newly born democracy in South Africa ?

○  ○  ○  ○  ○  ○
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